NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR
Gandhiji replied: " In the first place your assumption is
gratuitous. But if it is not, and the assumption were to accord
with facts, your deduction would be correct and my stay here
would not be consistent with ahimsa.
" I claim that I have come as much as a friend of the Mus-
lims as of the Hindus in this part of the world. You may recall
my visit to Champaran in the very early period of my return to
the motherland. I was even served with a notice to quit. The
conviction against me was cancelled on the orders of the then
Viceroy, and the Magistrate was instructed to permit and even
help in my .unofficial enquiry, with the result that I was invited
to become a member of the official Sly Commission and a
century old wrong was removed."
Advice to Women
Tears trickled down their faces when a number of women
met Gandhiji last evening in a corner of the paddy field where
he was taking his evening walk, to tell him their sad tales
and the present condition in which they were living.
One old lady while wiping her tears from her eyes said:
" Mahataaji, please tell us what we are to do. How can we live
in our villages when we think our life and property are unsafe
and insecure ? "
Gandhiji told them that since his arrival in Noakhali he
3iad been telling them all to be fearless. If they acted accord-
ingly and were fearless in all their work, they could live in
peace. Pointing his hand towards the sky, he said, " Believe in
Him. Pray and fear Him alone, and none in this world."
Advice to Europe
" The people of Europe are sure to perish if they continue to
t>e violent," said Gandhiji in reply to questions put to him by
Monsieur Raymond Car tier, a French journalist who paid a
v^sit to the Shrirampur cottage this afternoon,
, M, Eaymond asked,   "We who are children of violence to
Europe,, how do you expect us to become non-violent ? "